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classes like Gandla Balanja the oil mongers46, Togata,
Jandra, sale, the weaving communities,47 Kammara,
Kanchara, Agasaia, Silpakara, Vodla - the
Panchalanamvaru,48 Uppara makers of salt, Kummara - the
potters and other occupational castes belonged to this class.
Like the poor farmers, they too had limited income. They
had to work as agricultural labourers. Their condition was
precarious under famine conditions. At times they had to
move from place to place in search of work for their
livelyhood. Athanasius Nik'rtin, a Russian traveler of the 15th
Century says "the tend is over stocked with people but those
in the country are very miserable whitest the nobles are
externally opulent and delight in luxury.*49

The Chandalas or pariah, the Madiga or Sekari and
mala were considered as the fifth varna members -
Panchamas.50 They worked on agricultural lands as
labourers, The maias took up weaving as subsidiary
occupation. Tlxxigh worked on farms, Madigas also attended
the work of leather tanniiK} and supplied chappate and
leather buckets, ropes and otter leather goods required by
the farmers.51 The Chandalas* Walas and Madigas were
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